
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Spot 
Dear Plentylife family, 

With the advent of Spring there are signs of life emerging all around us, from flowers 
in bloom to the hatching of eggs in nests high above – it’s a time for hope and the 
wonder of new beginnings. With you all I’m hoping for new beginnings in our life 
together too as we emerge out of lockdown. I wonder if we’ll have an even greater 
appreciation for life and be all the more thankful for things we might have previously 
taken for granted? I’m reminded of James 1:17: ‘Every good and perfect gift comes 
from above’. Let’s remember to give thanks and praise to God for the blessings of life 
we can embrace as we head towards the end of the year. 

One blessing that I know many people are very thankful for is the work of Love Thy Neighbour. Meals or 
groceries from our Community Pantry go out to families on average nearly every day. This tangible 
expression of care and concern for some of the most marginalised in our community can make a world of 
difference and its significance is being increasingly recognised by other care agencies who refer to LTN, 
and by local council as well. Just this week we were granted $4200 from City of Whittlesea to help 
provide the food packages to people within our community, which is a wonderful support! If you’re in a 
position to be able to assist additionally then Nola or I would love to hear from you – the need is great and 
we can make a difference by all playing a role. For me, I appreciate being able to help with the delivery of 
meals and groceries, knowing that when the family opens their front door they’ll be reminded that we, the 
Church, are here and that we continue to love and serve in the ways of 
Jesus. 

Enjoy reading through the rest of this newsletter (with its wonderful new 
name!) and may you know God’s love and power throughout the month 
ahead. 

Blessings, 
 

 
 

 

Contact Us: 
 
Plentylife Pastor     Administration Officer and Families Minister 
Craig Ogden: craig@plentylife.org.au | 0430 505 593 Anne Fairweather: anne@plentylife.org.au | 0407 223 905 
 
Missional Communities Coach   Media and Communications 
Kylie Towt: kylie@plentylife.org.au | 0408 178 082 Kirrily MacRaild: kirrily@plentylife.org.au | 0437 817 446 
 
Administrative Assistant    Web: www.plentylife.org.au 
Martin Wright: admin@plentylife.org.au  Facebook: www.facebook.com/Plentylife/ 
 
 

At Plentylife we exist for God’s glory to know, love and serve Jesus; walk 
together in His ways as we engage with our local communities; and pursue 

His mission of sharing the fullness of life with all. 

Plentyful News 
October 2020: 
Love Thy Neighbour 
 



 

Love Thy Neighbour Community Pantry 
 
Over the last nine or so years, we have been involved in assisting households in need with food provision. 
This has grown into what it is today. Our Love Thy Neighbour Community Pantry is well regarded throughout 
our local communities and by local agencies as a service that provides emergency food parcels. 
 
Nola and Alan coordinate this provision of caring. Nola responds to an ever-growing number of requests for 
food that come from individuals, schools and other agencies when they are unable to meet demand. Alan has 
been managing these deliveries especially through the current COVID restrictions. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has donated to our pantry especially recently. The requests for food are 
continuing to increase as the impacts of current restrictions continue to be felt. We are receiving an average of 
five to six requests for food each week.  
 
Our Community Pantry is constantly needing restocking. If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation to 
out LTN Project, please follow this link. Below is a list of items that are currently running low if you would like 
to donate non-perishable food. You can now contact Love Thy Neighbour using their new email address: 
LTN@plentylife.org.au. 

Food Required 
 
Love Thy Neighbour are looking for donations of 
the following non-perishable items: 

• Long-life milk 
• Boxes of cereals 
• Tins of fruit and veggies 
• Bars of soap 
• Toothpaste 
• Legumes (tinned and dry – NOT baked 

beans) 
• Cooked meals for the freezer (remember to 

include a list of ingredients with the meal) 
• A 'Hello Fresh' style box of ingredients with 

easy recipe ideas 

In 2019 Christmas Hampers were packed by 
many generous local people. We were able to 
bless over 140 families with these hampers.  
We would love you to participate with us to 
bless those in need in our community this year. 
 

 

 
If you would like your 

birthday, anniversary or 
special day included in our 
monthly newsletter please 

send details to: 
admin@plentylife.org.au. 

 

 

Christmas Hampers 2020 
 
Can you believe we are already thinking about Christmas? This means it 
is time again to begin to coordinate and advertise how you can be part of 
collecting, packing and delivering numerous Christmas Hampers for 
families and households in need in our community. 
 
This year we are inviting people to sponsor hampers for those in need. 
You may like to commit to fill a certain number of hampers, whether that 
is by donating money or to purchase the required items.  
 
You can commit to supporting our Love Thy Neighbour Christmas 
Hampers for 2020 by visiting our Plentylife website. This is where you will 
find links to make tax-deductible donations, and by the end of October 
there will be a page especially dedicated to pledging how many hampers 
you (and your household) can commit to buying contents for, as well as 
instructions for putting together the hampers you are committing to fill.  
 
We are again reaching out to our local community and local businesses 
as well as to the City of Whittlesea to support our Christmas Hampers.  



 

 

Alpha Online, 2020 
The Alpha Course concluded in September after eight 
weeks of exploring the fundamentals of the Christian faith 
online. Participants spoke of how it helped them come to 
greater faith in Jesus, and one of them even spoke of 
having a significant encounter with God’s love and peace 
as we explored the person and work of the Holy Spirit. It’s 
a wonderful course that can really make a difference to 
people’s lives. If you have friends or family who would like 
to find out more about faith then please considering inviting 
them to our next course. As Wendy Gillard told us, ‘I’d 
recommend this course to anyone!’ 
 
A couple of our MC’s also engaged in The Alpha 
Marriage Course during the past few months. ‘Facilitating 
the Alpha Marriage Course was not something that we had 
planned for lockdown 2.0 but it seems like God clearly had 
it on His agenda. After feeling prompted to consider the 
course and praying it though, God led us to offering this to 
Balance in Term 3. From this the program was embraced 
by couples in Zest and Thrive. The Marriage Course itself 
aims to foster conversation and provides video input over 
seven sessions to encourage growth and commitment in 
our marriages. We would highly recommend the course 
and have enjoyed the intentional time to invest in each 
other.’ - Leigh & Hannah 

 
 
At Plentylife we want to be a community where all 
people are respected and treated as such. We are a 
place where violence towards women will not be 
condoned.  
 
If you are in an unhealthy relationship, or know 
someone who is, please call 1800 RESPECT. This 
service is open 24 hours a day to support people 
impacted by sexual assault, domestic or family 
violence and abuse. Their website also has lots of 
helpful advice and support. 
 
The Plentylife point people for those needing 
support due to Domestic Violence are Alan and 
Nola Young. Feel free to contact them if you need 
to chat. 

Plentylife Youth: Go to: www.facebook.com/PlentylifeYouth or contact Craig on 0430 505 593 

Missional Communities: 
 

Balance: Helping families live in a healthy balance between work, rest and play as they follow the ways of Jesus. 
Contact Leigh: 0429 138 932. 
 

Home Base:  Being good news to the elderly by bringing church to local nursing homes. Contact Jeannie: 
0410 123 567. 
 

KINect: Building family relationships by having fun together. Contact Anne: 0407 223 905. 
 

Love Thy Neighbour:  Making disciples of Jesus by extending our hands in service and friendship to those in 
Mernda and Doreen – seeking to meet their practical and spiritual needs. Contact Nola: 0433 055 694. 
 

Thrive: Connecting with the Mill Park community. Contact Sandy: 0403 362 003. 
 

Xinc: Showing hospitality to asylum seekers, refugees and those looking for belonging through monthly luncheons. 
Contact Craig: 0430 505 593. 
 

Zest: Building family with wisdom and love in Whittlesea and beyond. Contact Kylie: 0408 178 082. 
 

Zoom Link: 
Unless otherwise specified, for all online activities please email admin@plentylife.org.au to obtain the 
Zoom link. 
 
Giving Details: 
To give through the bank, details are: 

Account Name: The Anglican Parish of St Matthias, Mernda 
BSB: 633000 
Account No: 142491679 
 

To give through the Anglican Development Fund (ADF), please follow this link to the application form: 
https://www.melbourneanglican.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Parish-Giving-Application-Form.pdf 



 

 
Mark Your Calendar: October 2020 
Services and 
Teaching:  
 

Sunday 4th October @ 10am 
Online worship gathering on Zoom 
 
Sunday 18th October @ 10am 

Online worship gathering with Communion on Zoom 
 

Prayer Gatherings: 
 

Every Wednesday @ 8pm-9pm 
Prayer for our community and world on Zoom 
 
Thursday 8th October @ 2:30pm-3:00pm 
Cuppa and prayer and reflection with the Plentylife Staff Team 
(first Thursday of the month) 
 

Missional Community 
Gatherings: 
 

10th/11th October and 24th/25th October  
 
Check with your leaders for activity details or go to 
https://plentylife.org.au/calendar/ for more details. 
 
If you are not part of an MC, check the website for more 
information.  
 

Children’s Activities: 
 

Wednesdays @ 4pm 
Plentylife Story Time on Zoom 
 

Youth Activities: 
 

Friday 2nd October @ 7:30pm 
Play ‘Among Us’ on Discord. Download the game via Steam ($8) 
or free on Appstore or GooglePlay. 
RSVP to Craig by Thursday 1st October. 
craig@plentylife.org.au or 0430 505 593 
 

Men’s Activities: 
 

Thursday 8th and 22nd October @ 8pm 
Blokes, Beer & Bible 
Contact Glen on 0409 334 556 for information and the Zoom link 
 

Women’s Ministry 
Activities: 
 

Every Tuesday (except school holidays) @ 1:30pm-3:15pm 
Women’s Bible Study on Zoom 
Contact Sandy on 0408 310 022 for Zoom link 
 
Thursday 15th and 29th October @ 7:30pm-9pm  
Women’s Bible Study 
Contact Michelle on 0416 024 566  
 

 
Print me out and stick me to your fridge or family notice board 


