Plentyful News
November 2020:
Discipleship in Lockdown
Pastor’s Spot
How wonderful it is to finally experience some easing of the restrictions we’ve been living
under during this second lockdown! Whilst we still have some constraints upon us, and it
might not be for another month before we can meet face to face in our missional
communities, nevertheless we can be thankful for the greater freedom we can now
enjoy. As we move towards ‘COVID-normal’ I’ve been reflecting on the words of Paul
from Philippians chapter 1, words that I think call us to understand how God is at work in
all things.
Paul writes under house arrest in Rome. He knows what it is to live with restrictions. And
yet he tells his brothers and sisters at Philippi ‘now I want you to know that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the gospel.’ (v12) He then goes on to explain how his chainbound life has given him an opportunity to testify to the ‘whole palace guard’ (v13) – an elite 10 000 strong
group of soldiers who were the emperor’s personal bodyguards and some of the most important people in
Rome. Paul could see how God was advancing the gospel even through his restricted circumstances.
I wonder if we too can see how God has been at work through ‘Lockdown 2.0’? I wonder if we can see how it
may have provided opportunity for His Spirit and Word to shape our lives and families to be more like Jesus?
Perhaps we’ve been shaped through greater dependence on Him in the challenges we’ve faced. Perhaps
we’ve learnt more about looking out for others and showing the love of Christ to those in our neighbourhoods
or networks. And perhaps we’ve learnt more about living out our call to worship, community and mission from
within our households, not just from within the structures of ‘church’. Let me encourage you to find some time
to reflect on what God has been revealing to you though this time.
For me personally, I’m thankful for my church community that reminds me I’m never alone in following Jesus
and who gives me encouragement every step of the way. The courage and creativity I’ve seen as you’ve loved
God and loved others so well has been a great source of joy to me and I’m very thankful for each of you. May
you know God blessing throughout this month.
Blessings,
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At Plentylife we exist for God’s glory to know, love and serve Jesus; walk
together in His ways as we engage with our local communities; and pursue
His mission of sharing the fullness of life with all.

Plentylife through Lockdown
As we have gathered virtually as a church community over these last eight months, we have definitely
changed what ‘church’ looks like.
We have huddled around computer screens during our gathered worship times in our individual homes
with Lego, coloured pencils, playdough and collage items collected during our one-hour exercise times.
Craig and Kirrily, Maddy and Sandy have shared reflections, we have shared communion with bread or
crackers and wine or juice, we have shared milestones and celebrations and we have worshipped our
great God together.
In our MC gatherings, we have been equally as creative. We have had glimpses of each other in the brief
interlude between lockdowns. We have cooked together, toured museums together and even been on
safaris together.
We have even celebrated being Plentylife through a couple of trivia night and an amazing Big Night In!

Discipleship Resources

Celebrations 🎉

Have you been reading a particular devotional book or app in
your household?

1st - Katrina
1st - Eddie
14th - Paul
24th - Glen & Anne’s Wedding
anniversary
27th - Noah turns 16!

Maybe you have been listening to Pray as You Go,
maybe reading the Jesus Storybook Bible has been your go-to.
Have you been listening to the Plentylife Spotify playlist?
There are so many options for discipleship in our homes. The
Discovery Bible Study Guide is a great way to interact with
Scripture for all ages. This link has some great creative ways
to use conjunction with the Discovery Bible Study.

And by the end of
November our Year
12’s will be finished!
Congratulations
2020 Year 12’s

The You Version Bible app has a Kids Bible
Experience on the home screen with a Bible verse, a
prayer, a song and suggestion on how kids can pray for the
people they love.

If you would like your
birthday, anniversary or special day
included in our monthly newsletter please
send details to: admin@plentylife.org.au.

Reflections on Opening the Bible
As we have journeyed along the Emmaus Road together, we have opened the
Bible and seen God speak to us.
We have seen God speak through drawings, poems, gardens, Lego creations,
wooden towers, communion and even a sneaky squiggle. God has created us all
so differently. The way we look, the way we see the world, the gifts and talents we
have are all so different and unique.
We see the creativity of God all around and, as we have opened the Bible
and asked God to speak to us over these last several months of lockdown,
we have also seen His creativity in the way we hear from Him.
What an amazing way to bless each other as we hear and share God’s words
with one another.
Please share your reflections in our Facebook group or by emailing
admin@plentylife.org.au.

Christmas Hampers 2020
As we advertised in October, preparations for our 2020 Christmas Hamper project have begun.
Nola, Alan and the Love Thy Neighbour Community Pantry team have created a list and checked it twice.
We have begun sending out letters to companies for donations, applying for grants as well as starting to
follow up with organisations, individuals and families who have requested a Christmas Hamper in
previous years.
Due to the current restrictions, we are not able to gather and pack hampers in the way we did in 2019.
For this reason, we are inviting our Plentylife
family to sponsor a hamper.
You can choose to buy and deliver a hamper to a
local family in need or you can donate the money
for a hamper and the lovely delivery people from
our Love Thy Neighbour community will deliver it.
You can make your donations and find more
information on our newly updated Love Thy
Neighbour website: https://plentylife.org.au/ltn/

Plentylife Youth: Go to: www.facebook.com/PlentylifeYouth or contact Craig on 0430 505 593
Missional Communities:
Balance: Helping families live in a healthy balance between work, rest and play as they follow the ways of Jesus.
Contact Leigh: 0429 138 932.
Home Base: Being good news to the elderly by bringing church to local nursing homes. Contact Jeannie:
0410 123 567.
KINect: Building family relationships by having fun together. Contact Anne: 0407 223 905.
Love Thy Neighbour: Making disciples of Jesus by extending our hands in service and friendship to those in
Mernda and Doreen – seeking to meet their practical and spiritual needs. Contact Nola: 0433 055 694.
Thrive: Connecting with the Mill Park community. Contact Sandy: 0403 362 003.
Xinc: Showing hospitality to asylum seekers, refugees and those looking for belonging through monthly luncheons.
Contact Craig: 0430 505 593.
Zest: Building family with wisdom and love in Whittlesea and beyond. Contact Kylie: 0408 178 082.

Zoom Link:
Unless otherwise specified, for all online activities please email admin@plentylife.org.au to obtain the
Zoom link.

Giving Details:
To give through the bank, details are:
Account Name: The Anglican Parish of St Matthias, Mernda
BSB: 633000
Account No: 142491679
To give through the Anglican Development Fund (ADF), please follow this link to the application form:
https://www.melbourneanglican.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Parish-Giving-Application-Form.pdf

Mark Your Calendar: November 2020
Sunday 1st November @ 10am
Online worship gathering on Zoom

Services and
Teaching:

Sunday 15th November @ 10am
Online worship gathering with Communion on Zoom
Sunday 29th November @ 10am
Online worship gathering on Zoom with AGM to follow

Prayer Gatherings:

Every Wednesday @ 8pm-9pm
Prayer for our community and world on Zoom
Thursday 5th November @ 2:30pm-3:00pm
Cuppa and prayer and reflection with the Plentylife Admin Team
(first Thursday of the month)

Missional Community 7th/8th November and 21st/22nd November
Gatherings:

Check with your leaders for activity details or go to
https://plentylife.org.au/calendar/ for more details.
If you are not part of an MC, check the website for more
information.

Children’s Activities:

Wednesdays @ 4pm
Plentylife Story Time on Zoom

Youth Activities:

Keep up-to-date with this month’s activities on our Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/PlentylifeYouth

Men’s Activities:

Thursday 12th and 26th November @ 8pm
Blokes, Beer & Bible
Contact Glen on 0409 334 556 for information

Women’s Ministry
Activities:

Every Tuesday (except school holidays) @ 1:30pm-3:15pm
Women’s Bible Study on Zoom
Contact Sandy on 0408 310 022 for Zoom link
Thursday 12th and 26th November @ 7:30pm-9pm
Women’s Bible Study
Contact Michelle on 0416 024 566

Print me out and stick me to your fridge or family notice board

