
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Spot 
 
A new year has begun! I hope you are feeling refreshed and reconnected to God, family 
and friends after our Sabbath rest and are looking forward to discovering what God has 
in store for us in 2021. It was wonderful to spend time with many of you in our prayer 
gatherings last Sunday as we gave thanks to God and sought His leading and 
empowering. We had a record attendance of over 70 adults and kids joining in across the 
morning and evening services, which also happens to be the largest number of people 
I’ve ever seen gather for prayer in the time I’ve been in ministry! It was very encouraging, 
and my prayer is that we’ll remain committed and passionate about prayer throughout 
the year ahead. At this time, I’d especially ask you to pray for the wardens and parish 

council as we begin to develop strategic plans based on the insights and revelation we’ve received and to also 
pray regarding the role God might be calling you to play in the life of our church personally. If the Lord is 
prompting you to use your gifts or abilities in some particular way to bless others then please do get in touch 
with me. 
 
The staff team will look a little different this year with Kirrily taking a sabbatical year from her role in media and 
communication (and so much besides!) and Anne finishing on March 12th as she takes up a new role with the 
Diocese as Safeguarding and Inclusion Officer. To say that I am incredibly thankful to them both for the 
significant investment of time and expertise they’ve given to their roles would be an understatement – because 
of their great work we now have systems, templates and tools that are on a whole other level. We are very well 
placed to continue to build on the work they’ve done but please do be praying as decisions are made about 
resourcing these areas into the future.  
 
At our prayer meeting on Sunday evening we engaged with the story of Jesus walking on water and reflected 
on the way He always calls us to a place of greater dependency and trust. I’m conscious that this is what is 
looks like to follow Him, personally in our missional communities and as a whole church. He will be calling us 
to depend less on ourselves and more in Him who is the source of real power and transformation, where we 
can do more than we could ever hope or imagine. Throughout this month I pray that you too will be prepared to 
answer the invitation of Jesus, step out of the boat and discover the wonder of a life lived in Him. 
 
Blessings, 
 

 
 

 

Contact Us: 
 
Plentylife Pastor     Administration Officer and Families Minister 
Craig Ogden: craig@plentylife.org.au | 0430 505 593 Anne Fairweather: anne@plentylife.org.au | 0407 223 905 
 
Missional Communities Coach   Administrative Assistant 
Kylie Towt: kylie@plentylife.org.au | 0408 178 082 Martin Wright: admin@plentylife.org.au 
 
Web: www.plentylife.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Plentylife/ 
 

At Plentylife we exist for God’s glory to know, love and serve Jesus; walk 
together in His ways as we engage with our local communities; and pursue 

His mission of sharing the fullness of life with all. 

Plentyful News 
February 2021: Plentylife 
celebrates 10 years 



 

Celebrations 🎉 

This month Plentylife celebrates 10 years.  
 
From conversations over 10 years ago to now, so much has changed. God has brought many people to 
Plentylife in these years, some who are still here and some who have moved on. To everyone who has been, 
as well as those who continue to be part of Plentylife, thank you for your contribution to God’s work here.  
 
We look forward to seeing what God has in store for us in the coming months and years. 

Thoughts from the beginning… 
Maria Martin:  
As I sit down to write a few words, I can’t believe where that 10 years has gone and how much has been achieved.   
  
When I finally became a mum after 11 years, I could never have believed the door that was thrown open to me (via 
meetings for my daughters’ baptism!!)  to join the plant team for what became Plentylife.  Meeting in various houses 
initially, then eventually to the Mernda CAC those 12 became many, many more.   
  
From where I sit now, all I can say is God is amazing.   
  
It wasn’t always easy, there was a lot of hard work and an awful lot of coffee!!  But through it all, the team had fun 
and rested in the knowledge that God was (and still is) guiding us.  As team members moved on a new person has 
been lifted up to fill the vacancy, usually with the ability to take things to the next level. 
 
With Craig and Vanessa at the helm, Plentylife continues to go from strength to strength and I am excited to follow 
your journey.  I miss everyone very much and hope to be able to visit soon. 
  
God bless Plentylife and cheers to the next 10 years, I can’t wait to see what is achieved as the message continues 
to be shared amongst the local community. 
 
Mel & Mike Sandefur:  
We were the first family to join in with the vision of Plentylife. It was this strange, new way of doing church and it 
took a long time to work out who we were and what we were about.  
 
The early days were tough, but exciting. We were trying new things, taking risks, feeling our way. We gained lots of 
new people, then lost them. Then gained them again. What we were doing was very counterintuitive for many of us, 
so it took a number of years before we hit our stride. But once we did, boy was it amazing. Thanks be to God.  
 
The years we spent with Plentylife were the ones where we grew in our faith the most. Now that we have moved to 
an area where church life is much more “traditional”, we miss the dynamic nature of something we helped to build. 
Perhaps in time there will be a space for missional communities in Eden!  

Thoughts from recent years… 
Stephen & Katrina Horst:  
We first attended Plentylife at the end of 2019 and only had the opportunity to attend a few church services before 
COVID hit. We were looking for a church that preached Jesus and where we could be involved in a local 
community. We knew pretty quickly Plentylife was a place we could find that. Very early on we were invited to join 
the KINect missional community and got to meet people face to face a couple of times before lockdown started. The 
people we met were friendly and, well... normal. We liked that. Our first few visits to the church we heard about the 
importance of indigenous reconciliation and that the pastor had recently returned from helping wildlife in Costa Rica. 
This was, well... different. We liked that too. 
 
We have been impressed by the ease with which we have developed relationships with people during lockdown. 
This, we believe, is testament to the value and effectiveness of missional communities. Beyond this though, it is 
testament to the warmth and openness of the people which make up Plentylife more broadly. The further we go 
along the more we learn about the dynamic and objective of missional communities. We were told a lot about the 
purpose and intent of "doing life together" through missional communities but it has been through experience and 
time that we have really started to see what it is all about. We're also excited by the fact that we're beginning to 
build connections with people outside our MC. Invariably, several people (unconnected to KINect) will introduce 
themselves to us at a Sunday service. We look forward to Plentylife being the church where we can continue to 
discover friends, encounter God, and embrace life. 



 

 

Sabbath 
Sabbath in January 2021 has looked quite different this 
year.  
 
After hobbling to the end of 2020, rest has definitely been 
needed. As we know, this looks different for each of us. 
Some of us have been able to spend time with extended 
family, some have been able to travel out of Victoria, some 
family have journeyed here, and others have discovered 
new species! 
 
How have you rested and spent time with God this 
Sabbath? 

Child Safe Training  
As we begin 2021, we again are due to update 
our child safety training. If you are on a roster, 
involved in a ministry with children and youth or 
engaging with a vulnerable group of people as 
part of Plentylife then Child Safe training is 
required.  
 
You can find this training 
and questionnaire online 
in Elvanto. For more information, please email 
childsafe@plentylife.org.au. 

Love Thy Neighbour Food Pantry  
Did you know that our Love Thy Neighbour food pantry featured in The Melbourne Anglican in December? As 

the new year starts, families continue to struggle and requests for help with food 
hampers keep coming.  
 
The list of items that go into an emergency hamper include more than just food. 
There is toilet paper, personal hygiene products, nappies and wipes, and even 
washing and laundry detergents. These hampers are also personalised for families 
with cultural requirements. 
If you would like to donate, please get in touch with LTN to see what is needed.  
 
Thank you to all those who sponsored, donated packed and delivered about 120 
Christmas hampers in December. Special thanks to Pat, Sarah and Sandy for all 
their time and work.  

Plentylife Youth: Go to: www.facebook.com/PlentylifeYouth or contact Craig on 0430 505 593 
Missional Communities: 
 

Balance: Helping families live in a healthy balance between work, rest and play as they follow the ways of Jesus. 
Contact Leigh: 0429 138 932. 
 

KINect: Building family relationships by having fun together. Contact Anne: 0407 223 905. 
 

Love Thy Neighbour:  Making disciples of Jesus by extending our hands in service and friendship to those in 
Mernda and Doreen – seeking to meet their practical and spiritual needs. Contact Nola: 0433 055 694. 
 

Thrive: Connecting with the Mill Park community. Contact Sandy: 0403 362 003. 
 

Xinc: Showing hospitality to asylum seekers, refugees and those looking for belonging through monthly luncheons. 
Contact Craig: 0430 505 593. 
 

Zest: Building family with wisdom and love in Whittlesea and beyond. Contact Kylie: 0408 178 082. 
 

Zoom Link: 
Unless otherwise specified, for all online activities please email admin@plentylife.org.au to obtain the 
Zoom link. 
 
Giving Details: 
To give through the bank, details are: 

Account Name: The Anglican Parish of St Matthias, Mernda 
BSB: 633000 
Account No: 142491679 
 

To give through the Anglican Development Fund (ADF), please follow this link to the application form: 
https://www.melbourneanglican.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Parish-Giving-Application-Form.pdf 



 

 
 
Mark Your Calendar: February 2021 
Services and 
Teaching:  
 

We are excited to see you back at Hazel 
Glen Child and Family Centre for 
services on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays 
 
Sunday 7th February @ 10am 
Worship gathering at Hazel Glen Kinder and on Zoom 
 
Sunday 21st February @ 10am 

Worship gathering and Birthday celebration with Communion at 
Hazel Glen Kinder and on Zoom 
 

Prayer Gatherings: 
 

Every Wednesday @ 8pm-8:45pm 
Prayer for our community and world on Zoom 
 

Missional Community 
Gatherings: 
 

13th/14th February and 27th/28th February 
 
Check with your leaders for activity details or go to 
https://plentylife.org.au/calendar/ for more details. 
 
If you are not part of an MC, check the website for more 
information.  
 

Youth Activities: 
 

Please check the calendar or contact Craig, 
craig@plentylife.org.au or 0430 505 593 
 

Men’s Activities: 
 

Thursday 11th and 25th February @ 8pm 
Blokes, Beer & Bible 
Contact Glen on 0409 334 556 for information  
 

Women’s Ministry 
Activities: 

Please check the calendar or contact Sandy (0408 310 022), Pat 
(0407 333 737) or Jo (0409 475 657) for more information. 
 

 
Print me out and stick me to your fridge or family notice board 


